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Welcome 

 

1 - Steve Brown, CEO 

Welcome to the final edition of the ISP newsletter for the 2019/20 academic year. I very much hope you 

and your families are well and remain healthy at this time. 

In March, I shared my thanks and spoke about how proud I was of our staff in our schools and o ffices 

across our 12 countries. The resilience of our teachers and their commitment to continue learning 

during this time has been simply incredible. Together, with a tremendous amount of support from other 

colleagues across the group, our children and students were able to successfully continue their learning 

from home. The ability to adapt so quickly and the dedication of all staff has been inspiring and has 
helped to position our schools as schools of choice in their local areas at this most difficult of  times. 

Of course, our parents and families have also been instrumental to this success. Parents and children 

alike have had to adapt and support each other in ways they might not have had to before. I would like 

to take this time to thank each and every one of our families for their support and hard work – you are 



an integral part of our global community. And I really believe we have come together even more as one 
global community – helping each other, supporting each other, and learning from each other.  

With the health and safety of our students and staff as our top priority, we have spent a lot of time 

carefully planning and preparing for a return to our 46 schools around the world. In line with national 

government guidelines, I am delighted that children and students have already started to go back into 

classrooms in countries like Spain, Malaysia and the UK. This thoughtfully organised return to school 

allows our children and students the opportunity to once again be together and enjoy the benefits from 

the social and life skills they develop when at school with other students and teachers. We want to see 

our students in school collaborating, sharing and getting better together so they can progress to their 

next stage of life fully equipped as well-rounded, global citizens who are prepared for what the future 
holds for them. 

We have learned so much during the past four months and we won ’t miss the opportunity to 

incorporate this new learning as we go forward. For a significant group of our students, blended learning 

has provided them with more independence and personal pathways, voice and choice about how, when 

and what they learn and the ability to demonstrate their learning in new and different ways.   We have 
heard our students and we are responding in kind. 

So, as some schools start their summer holidays and as others continue with their school year, I want to 

again say thank you to all of our staff and families for supporting your school and for being part of our 

global community. We have some exciting new learning initiatives, student opportunities and 

professional development for our teachers and leaders coming up from September onwards where we 

continue to put learning at the heart of everything we do for our children and students. I, along with all 

colleagues around the group, very much look forward to sharing these with you as we learn together 
into the future. 

Steve Brown 

Group Chief Executive Officer  

Student Feature - Goals with Jaydon 

We are delighted to share our interview with Claremont School student, Jaydon.  

Jaydon is a 'football scholar' at the Claremont Football Academy and has recently been offered a further 

two year deal at English Premier League football club Brighton & Hove Albion FC. 

His commitment to his studies and his passion to pursue his footballing dream is exemplary!   

Thank you to Jaydon for producing and editing the video interview. 

Music used licensed by Splice Video Editor. 

https://www.claremontschool.co.uk/


 

School News 

 

https://player.vimeo.com/video/437284431


Europe 

 

LAUDE Schools awarded ‘Best International Educational Project’. 

LAUDE Schools were recently presented with an award granted by La Razón newspaper as part of its 
well-known Corporate Excellence Awards. 

The awards were hosted by Mr Carlos Rodríguez Braun and presented by the Regional Minister of 

Finance of the Madrid Region, Mr Javier Fernández-Lasquetty, during an event which took place on 30th 

June. The awards aim to acknowledge the impeccable track record of the awardees in areas such as 

innovation, formation, growth, the environment, research, and the capacity for adapting to the new and 
changing needs of the market. 

The award positions LAUDE Schools in Spain, as a benchmark of excellence within the education 

industry. The schools are committed to becoming schools of choice in their local area through achieving 

academic excellence and providing a learning environment that gives students opportunities to develop 

their academic, social and life skills into the future. As a part of a global group of 46 schools  located in 12 

countries around the world, students at the LAUDE schools are also given the unique opportunity to 

enjoy international learning experiences where they can travel and learn about different cultures and 
new languages throughout the world. 

“We are proud to have received this great award. It motivates us to keep working on our commitment 

to deliver a unique and incredible educational experience to our students, which we call ‘Amazing 

Learning’ – having the ability to better themselves on a daily basis and to be amazed by everything they 



have learned, regardless of their starting point,” said Cristina Callejón, Regional Marketing and 
Communications Director – Europe. 

 

International School of Andalucía 

Student Clara, offered one of 50 places in 'Programa Becas Europa'. 

Clara, a year 13 student at the International School of Andalucía, has been awarded one of the 50 places 

offered annually by 'Programa Becas Europa', a unique initiative promoted by Santander bank and the 
Universidad Francisco de Vitoria in Spain. 

Clara is one of 50 students selected from more than 4,000 schools throughout Spain.   

The programme offers the selected Pre-University students, a 20 day trip around Europe to explore the 

history of the oldest European universities and the amazing opportunity of attending various learning 

conferences and activities. Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic, this year's trip has been postponed 
until September 2020. 

Clara tells us about her experience during the selection process.  

Tell us a bit about your experience. 

https://en.internationalschoolandalucia.com/


The selection process takes more than a year. The different phases consist of challenges where 

extensive knowledge and abilities are valued. The final phase was a workshop of three days at the 

University Francisco of Vitoria (UFV). The days were very intense, with conferences, interviews, debates 

and lots of reflection. I consider these tests an award in themselves. The topics that were debated were 

very complex, but It allowed me to increase my self-knowledge, and most of all it has reaffirmed to me 

the need to put my work, knowledge and skills at the service of society. 

What motivated you to apply for the scholarship? 

It's a very attractive scholarship and it has lots of prestige. The award consists of visiting the most 

recognised universities in Europe, participating in meetings, conferences and debates with leading 
professionals in their field. 

What were some of the challenges you faced during the selection process? 

What I thought was going to be the most complicated, was being able to express my opinion about 

complex topics in front of people I had only just met, especially with the additional pressure of knowing I 

was part of a selection process. I was afraid of freezing up, and of not being able to be myself. However, 
the opposite happened, the process was so positive that I felt very comfortable sharing my views. 

 

Colegio Internacional Aravaca 

Colegio Internacional Aravaca wins 'Teen' category at Drawing Ed 2020 

The secondary students at Colegio Internacional Aravaca recently won first prize in the 'Teen' category 

at Drawing Ed 2020, with their innovative air cleaner solution project. Drawing Ed is an annual 
competition from the Créate Foundation, which awards the best young entrepreneur projects.  

https://internacionalaravaca.edu.es/en/


Six of the school's secondary students created an air cleaner solution by designing a machine that 

purifies contaminated air. Students, Claudia and Iciar, led the final presentation of the project and 

answered questions from the judging panel and the audience. 

The panel and sponsors of the event praised the team for their innovative, ecological and 

environmentally friendly project. After the presentation, the Mayor of Madrid, José Luis Martínez-
Almeida presented the awards to the winning teams in each category. 

Congratulations to students Iciar, Claudia, Adriana, Sabino, Nicolás and Tomás! 

 

Laude Newton College 

Newton College students create 'Sounds of Newton' 

The communications and media studies students at Newton College have been studying the idea 

of soundscapes. One of their learning tasks was to define the soundscape of their school and then 

record the sounds which would later be arranged and edited to create an interactive map called 'Sounds 

of Newton'.  

Before the lockdown in Spain, the students recorded most of the sounds they wanted to capture at 

school then, via distance learning, they were able to edit the sounds and continue working on this 
exciting project to create their interactive map. 

Experience 'Sounds of Newton' here. 

https://en.laudenewtoncollege.com/
https://view.genial.ly/5ea9d193c6d9310d817d5974
https://youtu.be/ojb8971B4JU


 



Mexico & Central America  

 

ITJ Zona Esmeralda 

ITJ Zona Esmeralda celebrates World Environment Day 

This year, the ITJ Zona Esmeralda World Environment Day celebrations were around the theme of 

'biodiversity' and the United Nations call to action to stop the accelerated disappearance of species and 
the degradation of the natural world.  

As part of the school's mission to educate their students about sustainability and promote an 

environmental learning culture, they supported the launch of an Environmental Film Series 2020. The 

film series was organised by their parent governors and students and consisted of audiovisual content 

for all ages - students in Kindergarten, Elementary, Middle School, High School, teachers, parents, and 

also options for the whole family to enjoy together. 

It was an excellent and enjoyable learning experience for the whole school community, which will 
support them to be more proactive and environmentally aware in the future to protect Planet Earth.  

http://ze.itj.edu.mx/


 

ITJ Santa Monica 

ITJ Santa Monica webinar: 'How children succeed: unlocking their potential during summer'.  

With summer well and truly here, ITJ Santa Monica offered an informative webinar to their parents 

hosted by Campus Principal, John Kelly about student ability. The informative webinar offered personal 

tips to create activities at home that help children in their ability to think, confront failure, and construct 

emotionally stable and healthy relationships. It also supports the  school's belief that every student is 
capable of finding their unique and successful path in life.  

 

https://sm.itj.edu.mx/
https://player.vimeo.com/video/432531148


Middle East  

 

Nibras International School  

An ‘Out of this World’ Experience for the Nibras International School students  

Over 70 Grade 5 students at Nibras International School had the unique opportunity to virtually meet 

and speak to “astronaut candidate”, Mohammed Sallam. Sallam, the only remaining Arab participant 

from the Middle East, in the Mars One Mission, answered questions from students and shared some 

valuable information about space and the planet Mars. The Mars One Mission began with 200,000 

global participants and will end with 24 finalists being selected next year; they will then begin training to 
be a part of the 2031 mission to Mars.  

“Space is my passion and I am a curious guy. Every day I wake up I need to learn something new or 

explore a new thing,” Sallam explained to the students.  “When I was your age I got to find out about 

the solar system. We found out about the eight planets and I used to ask what is their purpose? Are 

there people there? I was told no, but I couldn’t really believe that. That is when I decided if there is a 

mission to explore these places I want to be there,” he said when asked about what made him want to 

become a part of this mission. 

Althea Edmonson, Head of Primary at Nibras International School, explained why it is important to 

organise events like this for the students. “The Grade 5’s are currently learning about Space through 

their distance learning lessons, so when this opportunity came to light, we knew that it would be a very 

https://nisdubai.ae/


informative and memorable experience for our students. It is great for them to be able to learn about 

the subject through theory-based learning but being able to learn from someone training to be an 

astronaut is a unique experience.” 

While the topic of COVID-19 was touched upon, Althea Edmonson, reminded students that this was a 

great time to define goals and begin working towards them. “Mr. Mohamed is a truly inspirational 

guest speaker for both adults and students, especially during these difficult and challenging times. 

Sometimes our goals seem so far away, but Mr. Mohamed persevered, he studied hard and through his 

passion achieved his goal and dream. It is important for all of us, especially you as students, to have 
aspirations and now is the time to set goals and work towards your dreams,” she concluded. 

 



 

Aspen Heights British School  

Aspen Heights British School students send supportive messages to Cleveland Clinic Abu Dhabi  

Caregivers at Cleveland Clinic Abu Dhabi, have received a well -deserved morale boost from a delivery of 
art made by local students to express their support. 

In May, students at Aspen Heights British School created a range of paintings to brighten up the 

surroundings of patients and caregivers who are working round the clock to beat COVID-19. The 
paintings will hang on Cleveland Clinic Abu Dhabi ’s isolation floors. 

“We want to share a positive message of healing and strength with those recovering from COVID-19. We 

want patients and caregivers at Cleveland Clinic Abu Dhabi to know that Aspen Heights are thinking of 

them, and sending positive messages of hope and strength through thi s artwork that we hope will 
brighten their day during this difficult time,” said Emma Shanahan, the school Principal. 

“We are very grateful for this wonderful gesture of support from our community. These paintings have 

transformed our isolation units, providing a great source of hope and motivation for our caregivers who 

are working hard to beat this disease and supporting our patients who are fighting it while separated 

from their friends and family,” said Sue Behrens, Chief Clinical and Nursing Officer at Cleveland Clinic 

Abu Dhabi. 

Two sisters from Aspen Heights British School, Keira and Khloe, aged 13 and 11 collaborated on a piece 

inspired by their favorite film. The wildcat represents the fighting spirit of those confronting the current 
pandemic with the yellow lights standing for the hope. 

https://www.ahbs.ae/


“We wanted to support and encourage front-liners and patients during this tough time. We wanted 

them to know that we’re all in this together and that we are supporting them by staying at home to 

prevent the spread of the disease. Tough times won't last but tough people do,” said Keira. 

 

 



South America  

 

Liceo Panamericano  

'Schools helping Schools' 

High school students and members of the INTERACT Club of Liceo Panamericano, have organised a 

project called 'Schools helping Schools'. The project consists of donating a fee of $20.00 to fill baskets of 

basic non-perishable food products and delivering them to vulnerable families from rural schools, who 

are living in extreme poverty. 

'Schools helping Schools' is a student led initiative which was born from a desire to help the local 

community. Many families are living with limited economic resources, particularly at a time when 
COVID-19 has further worsened the financial state of many communities.  

The food kits were provided to schools such as 7 de Noviembre located in the community of Aguas 

Verdes, and other schools located in the town of Samborondón. So far, 350 food kits have been 
delivered and the project aims to reach as many homes as possible. 

The project is a wonderful act of solidarity that demonstrates the values instilled at Liceo Panamericano. 

The initiative had full support from the school's staff and parents, who responded very generously. It 

was very well received by the local community, and even broadcasted by the most popular TV channels 

nationwide for being a great example of humanitarian action. 

https://liceopanamericano.edu.ec/


 

 



Southeast Asia  

 

ISP schools in Malaysia begin to return to classroom learning 

With the safety and wellbeing of staff, students and families being a top priority and following a lot of 

time spent by the schools in Malaysia, carefully planing and preparing according to all local government 

guidelines, some of their students recently started a gradual return to classroom learning.   

The thoughtfully organised safe return to school, allowed the children and students the opportunity to 

be together once again. We are delighted to hear the positive experiences of some of the students and 

staff from the Tenby Schools about returning back to school and we are happy to have students and 

staff back in classrooms. 

https://tenby.edu.my/


 

 

Tenby Setia Eco Park 

Tenby SEP student siblings win online Malaysia Public Speaking Open 2020  

Sekolah Sri Tenby, of Tenby Schools Setia Eco Park, is proud to have two promising stars, Jayden and 

Jaybriel. The two brothers impressed judges with their charisma when they delivered their speeches 

eloquently and confidently during the online Malaysia Public Speaking Open 2020 (Malaysia’s largest 

public speaking competition) held on 30 May 2020.  Being the youngest participants, they had to brace 

themselves with determination and perseverance to beat the competi tion through four rounds of 

challenges. 

The competition started off in Round 1 via video submission, where contestants had to give a speech 

based on the theme 'Saving the World through Technology & Innovation'. Jayden & Jaybriel then 

proceeded to Round 2 & Round 3, where they were only given the topic five minutes before the 

presentation. Once in the Grand Finals, both had to prepare a speech on the theme 'Homo Sapiens 2.0: 

https://tenby.edu.my/setia-eco-park/
https://youtu.be/cFJJrntSewo
https://youtu.be/sEUlpC90eV0


Adapting to the Evolving Normal'. They also had two minutes to answer one question f rom the judges 
after their speech. 

Their determination and perseverance paid off with Jayden winning the championship title and Jaybriel, 

winning the second runner up! Kudos to them for their amazing achievement in this championship 

organised by the Malaysian Institute for Debate and Public Speaking (MIDP). The competition had an 
impressive enrolment of 29 participants in the Junior Category. 

Congratulations! 

 



 

 



USA 

 

Kehoe-France Schools  

Kehoe-France school opens summer camp with Covid-19 precautions in place 

More than 360 children, aged eight weeks to 13 years, are getting to experience something that children 
have been attending and looking forward to for over 70 years: Kehoe-France Summer Camp. 

This summer, however, things have had quite a different feel. School leaders at both Kehoe -France 

Southshore and Northshore campuses have implemented new procedures, like temperature checks and 

frequent cleaning, to ensure campers' health and well-being. Despite the precautionary measures, the 
students are still guaranteed to have an entertaining and memorable summer camp experience.  

While certain aspects of the summer camp have undoubtedly changed, the swimming pool remains 
Kehoe-France's favourite way to keep cool on a steamy Louisiana day. 

With only a few more weeks of camp remaining, these health and safety precautions have become 

routine, as campers and staff quickly adjusted to the new norm. Plus, the summer camp has served as 
excellent practice in preparation for the schools' re-opening in August. 

We are proud of the Kehoe-France staff and campers for their willingness to create such a positive 
experience out of less than ideal circumstances. Yet another testament to the fact that #KehoeKeepsOn! 



 

 

Staff Feature - Lightning Round with Holly 

Let's find out more about Kehoe-France Northshore PE Coach, Holly Moran. As well as teaching at the 
school Holly is a coach for Mandeville Soccer Club in Louisiana. 

Thank you Holly for sharing a little of your life with us! 



 

The Learning Hub 

Learning together whilst we are apart 

It’s been fantastic to see colleagues focusing on learning, connecting and supporting one another 

through The Learning Hub over the past few months. We’ve seen great engagement with the release of 

Let’s Talk about Learning in Spanish to coincide with colleagues from South America joining The Learning 

Hub. In addition, colleagues from across the world have been engaging with our bilingual Distance 

Learning resource as our schools have embraced Distance Learning. And through accompanying regional 
webinars, The Learning Hub has been helping to expand and support our learning community.   

During these new and extraordinary times, our focus has been on providing targeted courses, receiving 

and listening to colleagues’ feedback. We’re using this feedback to iterate and improve our agility and 

responsiveness. As a result, going forward we ’ll be co-designing courses with our learners to be sure to 

capture their voice. A massive thank you to everyone who has provided feedback; be sure to keep an 
eye out for changes you have requested! 

New releases 

Following the release of the Distance Learning resource earlier in the year, we recently launched a 

course on Lead Generation, written and presented by Alicja Pistilli, who many of you will already know 

from her role as Regional Head of Marketing in the Middle East / Group Head of Digital Marketing.  In 

this introductory-level course, Alicja shares her knowledge, skills and understanding about the process 

of attracting prospective families to our schools in order to grow our enrolments.   

Coming soon! 

A new ‘micro’ learning experience about blended learning will soon be available on The Learning Hub, 

with the aim of supporting schools and colleagues already delivering blended learning as well as those 

who are diving in for the first time as a result of the changes to life the pandemic brings. This short, 

focused, self-paced course will take you on a journey into discovering, demystifying and applying the 

concept of blended learning in your school or team. We look forward to sharing this exciting new 
resource with you soon! 

https://learninghub.instructure.com/courses/152/
https://learninghub.instructure.com/courses/129
https://www.internationalschoolspartnership.com/isp/alicja-pistilli/


Want to share your experience of The Learning Hub, or any ideas, feedback and suggestions for how we 

can get better? Please reach out to our team on thelearninghub@ispschools.com so we can learn 

together! 

 

 

 

mailto:thelearninghub@ispschools.com


 

Distance Learning at ISP 

Despite the temporary closure of our school buildings around the world due to the global 

coronavirus pandemic, learning and teaching continued through our distance learning approaches 

across ISP. 

Thank you to all our students, teachers and staff who seized this opportunity to continue to learn and 

get better together. We are extremely proud of the adaptability and commitment of our professional 

and passionate educators as well as our community across the world in making the transition to 

Distance Learning. We have witnessed so many exciting and innovative approaches to distance learning 

as well as many initiatives to support our children and students wellbeing, keep their spirits up and help 
them to stay motivated as they continued their amazing learning journeys at home.  

As some of our students and colleagues will continue to gradually return to school after the summer 

holidays, we are working with our community to create practical learning resources to support both face 

to face and distance models – a blended learning approach. In doing so, we continue our commitment 

to learning continuously, getting better and ensuring the most effective, engaging and equitable 

learning experiences for our students and their families. 

 

https://player.vimeo.com/video/403668802


ISP Maths Brainteaser 

Celsius vs Fahrenheit! 

Can you figure out the equivalent temperatures, without using an online temperature converter?  

The first person to send the correct answer to Camila, csayers@ispschools.com, will win an Amazon 
voucher. 

Good luck everyone! 

 

ISP International Opportunities 

Spotlight on the ISP Virtual Buddy Exchange  

The launch of the new ISP Virtual Buddy Exchange Programme (VBEP) this term has been a huge 

success, connecting 72 students from 27 ISP schools across the globe through weekly video calls of 35 

minutes. The students aged between 14 - 18 years of age have just completed the 7-week programme 

and the feedback from the Virtual  Buddy Exchange coordinators and the students themselves has been 
phenomenal. 

"The video calls are a good way of getting to know new people as well as a good way to improve your 

English. It is really cool to be able to speak with people all around the world and create friendships that 

will hopefully last forever. In the end, it's a great way of meeting new people from other countries and 

mailto:csayers@ispschools.com
https://www.internationalschoolspartnership.com/the-show-must-go-on-isp-launches-the-virtual-buddy-exchange-programme/


an opportunity to understand their culture and how life develops in other countries"  said, Miguel, 14, 
Year 10, Laude Palacio de Granda, Spain. 

Students presented and discussed topical themes from “being a teenager in lockdown ” to “social media 

and me”. These topics revealed several innovative projects – one student had set up her own online 

baking business during lockdown and another had learnt how to play a new instrument. All these stories 

have been shared on the VBEP’s very own forum in The Learning Hub; where coordinators have also 

been getting inspiration for their students’ presentations and supporting each other through the 
programme. 

Due to the postponement of the face-to-face Buddy Exchange Programme, the International 

Opportunities Team quickly responded with a ‘the show must go on’ attitude by designing the Virtual 

Buddy Exchange Programme. Despite the COVID-19 pandemic our students have been able to reach out 

beyond their local school community and practise their communication skills, whilst discovering new 
cultures and topics – an experience which has proven to be invaluable for all.  

During these different and uncertain times, it seems that not only did the students share rewarding 

conversations and amazing learning moments, but our VBEP coordinators did as well; building links 

across our international schools group and breaking down some misconceptions in  a world that is 
getting more disparate. 

The continued enthusiasm and dedication from our coordinators has shone through, encouraging more 

participating students, strengthening our ISP community and developing our students ’ confidence and 

social skills. To continue the VBEP’s great success we are introducing two intakes for next academic year, 
which will also be open to students aged 12 and 13.   

How many of your school’s students do you think will want to make the most of this amazing 
opportunity? 

 

Alumni Feature - Interview with Gabriel 

We are delighted to share our interview with St. George's College (in Lima, Peru) alumnus Gabriel De La 
Torre.  

https://www.internationalschoolspartnership.com/the-learning-hub/
https://www.stgeorgescollege.edu.pe/en/home/
https://player.vimeo.com/video/438957530


Gabriel graduated from the school in 2012 and is now an Environmental Engineer with published works 

in high impact international scientific journals such as the ‘Journal of Food Science and Technology 

(JFST)’ and ‘Science of The Total Environment’. 

 

Contact Us 

The next edition of the ISP newsletter will be in December 2020. 



If you have any questions about the newsletter or if you would like to contribute to the news within, do 
drop us a line. 

International Schools Partnership Limited 

101 Wigmore Street 

London  

W1U 1QU 

United Kingdom 

 

Email: info@ispschools.com 

Website: internationalschoolspartnership.com 

Twitter 

Facebook 

Linkedin 

http://info@internationalschoolspartnership.com/
http://www.internationalschoolspartnership.com/
https://twitter.com/ISPSchools
https://www.facebook.com/ispschools/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/international-schools-partnership-limited

